EDC—Carmichael—FQ 2007
The Individual Essay

Assignment Overview
Much of the writing in EDC is team-based, or collaborative, writing.  Because the course serves to fulfill your writing requirement, however, it is important that everyone have an opportunity to write on his or her own and to revise that writing based on feedback from instructors. 

For this assignment, you will write a 3-4 page double-spaced essay, analyzing a product, process, or system from a design point of view. You should use design criteria that you have learned about in EDC as appropriate.  The intended audience is your instructor and fellow EDC students. 
You can choose from a number of different approaches for this essay: 

(1) Identify a product, process, or system that you believe is poorly designed for its intended purpose or that has unintended and adverse effects.  Analyze the design in relation to its users, explaining why you think it is ineffective. 

(2) Identify a product, process, or system that initially may appear poorly designed but that you believe to be well designed.  Analyze the design in relation to its users, explaining why you think it is effective. 

(3) Analyze the design of a product, process, or system from a very specific point of view: ethical, ecological, safety, aesthetic, cost-benefit, etc. Make a case for whether the product is well-designed or poorly designed from that point of view.

Remember to consider non-obvious designs, such as designs used in public spaces or the structure of public spaces themselves.  If you do secondary research for this paper, be sure to document your sources. Chapter 24 of the textbook explains how to do that. 
Strategies for organizing your essay

You may use a number of different creative strategies to organize your essay.  Writing about design, however, presents challenges that are significantly different from those presented by writing about literature or history.  Thus we encourage you to work with communication tools you may not have used before, such as visuals (see Chapter 21 of the EDC textbook) or text-emphasized headings and subheadings to denote different sections of your paper.  

A clear and complete analysis will include some essential information for the reader:

· A thesis statement that gives your reader a preview of key claims from your full assessment of the design.
· An unbiased description of the design in terms of its intended functionality.  This description need not be exhaustive but should tell the reader enough about the basics of the design so that he or she can understand the fine points of the critique that follows.  (This is also a good place to put general illustrations of your design!)

· A critique of the design.  Be sure each major point gets its own paragraph and each paragraph opens with a topic sentence.  You should use illustrations to show finer points about the design or tables and graphs to display complex data sets and the relationships that obtain among different categories of data.

· An evaluation that talks about the ramifications of your analysis.  These ramifications may include recommendations, next steps, speculation on what might happen as a result of a user’s interaction with this design, etc.
Format

Essays should be typed, double-spaced, in a standard font (e.g. Ariel or Times New Roman) with standard margins, and printed on one side of the page only.  Papers should be stapled, pages should be numbered, and the student’s name should appear on at least the first page of the essay.

Academic Integrity

All essays (drafts and final copies) must be both submitted in class in hard copy, and uploaded to Safe Assignment via the links on Blackboard.  It is Northwestern University policy that all student work may be analyzed electronically for violations of the University's academic integrity policy and may also be included in a database for the purpose of testing for plagiarized content.  Cases of suspected academic integrity violations will be referred to the dean’s office.
Services for Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities are strongly encouraged to contact the university’s Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) for advice and assistance.  More information on SSD is available here:  http://www.northwestern.edu/disability/.

